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Activities:

In this activity, you will read and respond to a short story.
As in any story, plot is an essential element of a short story. Plot refers to the actions and events that occur in a story. A plot is composed of five elements: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
· Exposition is the first part of a plot. In an exposition, characters are introduced, the setting (time and place) is given, and the opening problem or conflict of a story is presented.

· Rising Action is made of the events and actions that complicate the plot and lead the characters to the climax.

· Climax is the high point or turning point of the action in a story. It is an event or action that changes the course of a story and cannot be reversed.

· Falling Action is made of the events that result from the action of the climax. The events in the falling action lead to the resolution.

· Resolution reveals the final outcome of all the actions and events that have occurred in a story. 

Read one of the following short stories and respond to the prompts/answer the questions that follow:
1. The Cold Equations by Tom Godwin

2. The Sniper by Liam O’Flaherty
3. A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury

1. Write a brief description of each of the five elements of plot using your chosen short story.


Exposition_________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


Rising Action_______________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

Climax____________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


Falling Action______________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


Resolution_________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

2. Focus on the short story from the plot activity you just completed. Beginning immediately after the climax of the original short story, rewrite the falling action and resolution of the plot. Brainstorm ideas in the designated spaces below, then rewrite the falling action and the resolution.

Falling Action______________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


Resolution_________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

Rewritten Falling Action & Resolution

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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